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pride by apparent humiliation was no easy task.
Mr. Webster settled everything, however, with a
judgment, tact, and dignity which prevented war
with Spain and yet excited no resentment at home.
At a later period, when the Kossuth affair was
drawing to an end, the perennial difficulty about
the fisheries revived and was added to our Central
American troubles with Great Britain, and this,
together with the affair of the Lobos Islands, oc-
cupied Mr. "Webster's attention, and drew forth
some able and important dispatches during the
summer of 1852, in the last months of his life.

While the struggle was in progress to convince
the country of the value and justice of the com-
promise measures and to compel their acceptance,
another presidential election drew on. It was the
signal for the last desperate attempt to obtain the
Whig nomination for Mr. Webster, and it seemed
at first sight as if the party must finally take up the
New England leader. Mr. Clay was wholly out
of the race, and his last hour was near. There
was absolutely no one who, in fame, ability, pub-
lic services, and experience could be compared for
one moment with Mr. Webster. The opportunity
was obvious enough; it awakened all Mr. W%b-
ster's hopes, and excited the ardor of his friends.
A formal and organized movement, such as had
never before been made, was set on foot to pro-
mote his candidacy, and a vigorous and earnest
address to ths people was issued by his friends in